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AMERICAN ART NEWS 



LONDON LETTER. 

London, December 1, 1915. 

There was a sale recently at Knight, 
Frank and Rutley's of the art works, be- 
longing to the late Hon. Katherine Somer- 
set, including Sir Thomas Lawrence's 
drawing of the beautiful sisters, Ladies 
Bagot, Fitzroy Somerset and Burghersh. 
Some fine pieces of Louis XV and XVI 
furniture were also dispersed, the majority 
of them having been inherited from the 
first Baron Raglan, who is said to have 
bought very extensively in Paris when the 
city was in the occupation of the Allies. 

It has now been decided that the Royal 
Academy will hold no Winter exhibition 
this year, the original intention of organiz- 
ing a Show of Arts and Crafts and of 
French and Belgian works, having been 
definitely abandoned. The two deciding 
factors in this change of plan have been the 
difficulties due to present conditions and the 
inconvenience which would have been occa- 
sioned tc the Red Cross Society, by the 
withdrawal of the loan of several of the 
Academy galleries, which would thus have 
been necessitated. So invaluable have these 
large rooms proved to the work of the 
Society that the Academy committee have 
agreed to further extend the space placed 
at its disposal. 

The Kevorkian Sale. 

The sale of the effects belonging to the 
Persian Art Galleries, of 28 New Bond 
Street, of which Mr. H. Kevorkian, 
now of New York, is the Managing- 
Director is set for Dec. 7. The dis- 
persal, which is being carried out under 
the management of Mr. J. O. O'Dell, is due 
to the action taken by certain creditors, 
who, however, are unlikely to secure any 
very satisfactory results, as the stock which 
remains in the galleries is both small in 
quantity and poor in quality. By the law 
of the land, the landlord's claim takes 
precedence of all others, so that the cred- 
itors may resign themselves to receiving 
something quite fractional. 

The Raeburn portrait of Francis, Lord 
Seaforth, sold last week in the Arbuthnot 
dispersal, made £808 and panel of old 
Brussels tapestry £220. 

Kitchener is Caricatured. 

The aspect of Lord Kitchener, which 
shows him as an ardent collector of old 
Chinese Porcelain is neatly caricatured by 
Edmund Dulac in one of his pictures in the 
current exhibition at the Leicester Gallery. 
"Lord Kitchener Shows Emotion" is the 
title of the "jeu d'esprit" and the great 
personage is portrayed smashing a piece of 
choice "blue-and-white," in protest at some 
misdemeanor, evidently committed by a ter- 
rified menial. The incongruity of the 
grimly determined expression of the War 
Minister and the delicate charm of his cera- 
mic treasures is cleverly brought out. 

L. G-S. 



The difficulty of purchasing curiosities is 
thus illustrated. Collectors are evidently 
holding on to their treasures and will only 
part with .them under stringent circum- 
stances. Reference is likewise made to 
similar conditions prevailing in London. 

Dr. K. F. Hempel has. presented to the 
city of Wiesbaden an endowment equalling 
$375,000, the interest of which will be de- 
voted to purposes of art, science and social 
economy, as well as to traveling scholar- 
ships. The participants in the endowments 
will be appointed without regard to their 
religious or political opinion. 

According to the Cassel correspondence 
of the Kunstchronik, the opinion prevalent 
at the outbreak of the war that there would 
not be any encouragement to hold art ex- 
hibitions during its course has proved 
groundless. While the picture galleries 
register a diminished number of visitors 
the attendance of the German public has 
been scarcely below the normal rate. The 
troops in training likewise formed an ap- 
preciable contingent of interested visitors, 
as well as those convalescent. 



A RUG FETCHES $250,000. 

Mrs. Alexander Hamilton Rice, formerly 
Mrs. George D. Widener, has bought from 
the Duveen Brothers, 720 Fifth Ave., a mag- 
nificent Ishapan rug, which formerly figured 
in the palace at Delhi of the Grand Mogul, 
and is now in her Newport establishment. 
The price is said to be a very large one, one 
chronicler setting it up at $250,000, while 
Mr. Henry Duveen refused to discuss it. The 
rug is 58^2 ft. long by 18 ft. wide, and was 
made in the latter part of the XVIII Cen- 
tury. It is stated that it was used only for 
festivities and religious ceremonies. Its 
ground is red, with flowers, scrolls, etc., in 
yellow, green, mauve and black. The wide 
green border is similarly decorated. 



Prizes at Woman's Show. 

At the current exhibition of small pic- 
tures and sculptures held by the Associa- 
tion of Women Painters and Sculptors at 
the Arlington Galleries, 274 Madison Ave., 
the first prize for the best painting has 
been awarded to Martha Walter and that 
| f or the best sculpture to Bernice Langton. 



GERMAN ART NOTES. 

An exhibition was lately opened at Vienna 
of works of XIX Century artists from 
private collections; following up the display 
of old masters held in that city last winter. 

According to the statements of a Swiss 
museum director, in a recent visit to 
Germany, he had counted on being able to 
purchase art works cheaply, but found him- 
self disappointed. Prices had reached a 
notable height. Bocklins were selling at 
three times the maximum they had attained 
in Switzerland. Prices of Hodlers were 
also maintained, while the works of French 
artists realized good figures. 

Commenting on an article from the pen 
of Thiebault-Sisson, the "Temps" of Paris 
remarks that at the first sale since the war 
at the Hotel Drouot, prices were not only 
maintained at the level current before the 
war, but certain curiosities realized higher 
figures than had been long obtained. 



Edward I. Farmer 

5 West 56th St. 
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Imperial Sea Green Trans- 
_ == ^^^^___^^_^_ = Iuscent Jade Temple Vase. 
Height 20 inches 

Invites attention to his collection of jade 
ornaments and other carved semi-preci- 
ous stones of unusual forms and quality. 




The Gorham Galleries 

Call particular attention 
to their superb collection 
of small bronzes suitable 
for gifts to collectors. 

®be #odmm Co. 

FIFTH AVENUE AND 36th STREET 
NEW YORK CITY 



THE APPROACHING DEATH OF THE VIRGIN MARY 

Cranach 
In the collection of the late Dr. George R. Reuling of Baltimore. 



MUSEUM BUYS A DELLA ROBBIA. 

The Minneapolis Museum has acquired 
the "Goddess Pomona," by Giovanni Delia 
Robbia, from the Butler Collection, London. 
Dr. W. Bode states: "The glazed figure of 
Pomona by Giovanni Delia Robbia is far 
the best example of this figure several times 
repeated by him and in his studio. This ex- 
ample is the most complete and the finest, 
and has an unsually fine glazing and pre- 
servation. It must be a very early work of 
his, still under his father, Andrea's in- 
fluence." 

The Joan of Arc Statue. 
With suitable ceremony, in which Am- 
bassador Jusserand participated, Anna V. 
Hyatt's equestrian statue of Joan of Arc, 
who- as usual rises in her stirrups almost 

.upon the horse's neck, was unveiled Mon- 
day by Mrs. Thomas A. Edison, at River- 
side Drive and 93 St. The Ambassador on 

! behalf of the French Gov't presented J. 
Sanford Saltus, honorary pres't of the 
Statue Committee, with the cross of the Le- 
gion of Honor', and the sculptor with the 
rosette of an officer of Public Instruction. 
It would seem as if the rewards should 

I have been reversed. 
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Charles Field Haseltine. 

Charles Field Haseltine, artist, art dealer 
and proprietor of the Haseltine Galleries, 
in Phila. was found dead in his apartment 
over the galleries Dec. 5 from heart disease. 

Mr. Haseltine was one of the best-known 
art dealers in this country and an artist of 
recognized ability. He was born in Phila. 
July 29, 1840, and was educated at the Uni- 
versity of Pa. After his graduation he en- 
tered a dry goods commission house, and 
later entered that business for himself. 
Subsequently he was a member of the firms 
of Haseltine & McCope and John H. Wil- 
liams & Co. He was married in 1863 to 



ROUGERON 

94 Park Avenue, between 39th and 40th Streets 
Established in New York since 1907 



Picture Restoration 



Highest References from Museums, Collectors and Picture Dealers 



Miss Elizabeth Holmes Patterson, of Pitts- 
burgh. His wife died in 1891. 

When the Civil War started Mr. Hasel- 
tine called a mass-meeting in the Musical 
Fund Hall, out of which was organized 
the Keystone Battery. Mr. Haseltine was 
elected first lieutenant. In 1868 he entered 
the art-dealing business on Chestnut Street. 
Several times his place of business was 
changed because of fire. 

His loss will be felt both in business and 
social circles. The art galleries, of which 
he was the proprietor, have always been 
noted for the high class of work exposed 
there, owing to his "expert" knowledge and 
discriminating taste in selection of modern 
productions. Many of the notable private 
collections in Phila. have been assembled 
with his aid as a connoisseur. The Union- 
League Club Loan Exhibitions, which were 
organized by him a few years ago, were 
the most important events of the artlife in 
the city. His judgment as to the genuine- 
ness of a painting by Mauve in the recent 
Gruppe-Kinsley suit recently was an impor- 
tant feature of the testimony in that case 
and no doubt had much to do with the de- 
cision in favor of the plaintiff. 



Edward Rathbone Bacon. 

Edward Rathbone Bacon, lawyer and art 
collector, died, following an operation for 
appendicitis at the Johns Hopkins Hospital,. 
Baltimore. Dec. 2 last. He was born in 
New York City, Nov. 22, 1848, and was ad- 
mitted to the bar in Buffalo in 1869. He 
lived there until a few years ago, when he 
removed to New York, where he made his 
home with his brother, W. Rathbone Bacon, 
who married Miss Barker, a granddaughter 
of Commodore Vanderbilt, at the large 
Knickerbocker apartment house, which, the 
brothers owned, at 247 Fifth Ave. 

Mr. Bacon made a large fortune through 
his handling legal matters connected with 
the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad for the late 
Robert W. Garrett, and especially through 
participation in the placing of five millions- 
of the road's stock in 1892. He was counsel 
for several railroads at different times and 
was president of the Baltimore & Ohio and! 
Southwestern road, in 1891. He never 
married. (See story of Mr. Bacon as an art 
collector on Page 1). 



Andrew Freedman. 

Andrew Freedman, financier, politician,, 
sportsman and art collector, died in his 
apartment at Sherry's in this city Sunday 
last, from apoplexy. He was born in New 
York Sept, 1, 1860, was educated in the 
public schools, and entered business as a 
youth. He became when still young, a real 
estate operator and speculator on a large 
(Continued on Page 4) 
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Tang Black Stone Cakyamuni , , 

Lai-Yuan & Co. 

C. T. LOO 

NEW YORK :: 557 Fifth Avenue 

PARIS :: 34 Rue Taitbout 

SHANGHAI PEKIN 



